Appl. No. 09/742,631 

Amendment Dated February 18, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of August 18, 2003 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1 - 7 (Canceled). 

Claim 8 (Currently amended). A simmer plate dispenser for active materials, said 
dispenser comprising, in combination, a meltable solid fuel comprising a volatile active 
material, a consumable wick, a heat conductive base upon which said fuel rests[, and] 
having heat conductive elements in said base by which heat is conducted to said base 
from a flame upon said wick, whereby a pool of heated liquid fuel is created from which 
said active material volatilizes, wherein said heat conductive base is configured so as to 
cause the flow of said heated liquid fuel to said wick for combustion, said base and said 
heat conductive elements are configured so as to cooperatively engage said soNd fuel, 
and said active material is selected from the group consisting of fragrances, air 
fresheners, deodorizers, odor eliminators, odor counteractants, insecticides, insect 
repellants, herbal substances, medicinal substances, disinfectants, sanitizers, mood 
enhancers, aroma therapy compositions, and mixtures thereof. 

Claim 9 (Original). The dispenser of Claim 8, wherein said fuel is selected from the 
group consisting of gels and solid waxes. 

10 (Currently amended). The dispenser of Claim 8, wherein said heat conductive 
element [is selected from the group consisting of lobes, fins, wick holders, and 
combinations thereof] comprises a lobe . 

Claim 1 1 (Currently amended). The dispenser of Claim 1 0, wherein said [heat 
" conductive element is a'lobefandlaia] vdlatileactive isVeTected from the group" ~ 
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consisting of fragrances, air fresheners, insect repellants, herbal substances, mood 
enhancers, and aroma therapy compositions. 

Claim 12 (Canceled). 

1 3 (Original). A simmer plate dispenser for dispersing an active ingredient selected 
from the group consisting of fragrances, air fresheners, deodorizers, odor eliminators, 
odor counteractants, insecticides, insect repellants, herbal substances, medicinal 
substances, disinfectants, sanitizers, mood enhancers, aroma therapy compositions, 
and mixtures thereof, said dispenser comprising a replaceable fuel containing said 
ingredient and a wick, and a dispensing device comprising a heat conductive simmer 
plate, and a heat conductive element to collect heat from a flame at said wick and 
conduct said heat to said simmer plate to thereby melt said fuel containing said active 
ingredient and form a pool of liquid fuel on the surface of said simmer plate, wherein 
said dispensing device is configured to position and engage said fuel on said simmer 
plate for rapid melting, said simmer plate is shaped so as to cause said pool of liquid 
fuel to flow to said wick, said active ingredient is selected so as to evaporate from said 
pool of liquid fuel, and the temperature of said pool of liquid fuel exceeds a temperature 
of about 180° F. at a point about 10 mm from said wick, and about 160° F at a point 
about 20 mm from said wick. 

14 (Original). A simmer plate dispenser as set forth in Claim 13, wherein said heat 
conductive element is selected from the group consisting of lobes, fins, wick holders, 
and combinations thereof. 

1 5 (Original). The dispenser of Claim 14, wherein said heat conductive element is a 
lobe, and said active ingredient is selected from the group consisting of fragrances, air 
fresheners, insect repellants, herbal substances, mood enhancers, and aroma therapy 
compositions. 

1 6 (Original). The dispenser of Claim 14, wherein said heat conductive element is a 
wick holder with fins," and "said active ingredient is selecfedlrom the group consisting of 
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fragrances, air fresheners, insect repellants, herbal substances, mood enhancers, and 
aroma therapy compositions. 



Claims 17 -20 (Canceled). 



Claim 21 (Currently Amended). A dispensing device for dispersing a volatile active 
material, said device comprising a heat conductive container for a replaceable fuel 
element comprising a combustible wick and said volatile active material, said container 
comprising a heat conductive lobe whereby heat is conducted to said fuel element and 
said container, said container and lobe configured so as to engage and melt said solid 
fuel element and to cause the flow of melted fuel to said wick. 



22 (Original). A dispensing device as set forth in Claim 21 , wherein said container 
comprises a concave simmer plate constructed of a heat conductive material selected 
from the group consisting of brass, aluminum, steel, copper, stainless steel, silver, tin, 
bronze, zinc, iron, clad materials, heat conductive polymers, ceramics, glass, and 
combinations thereof. 



23 (Canceled). 



